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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

°

QUESTION—-STATE BATTERY,
LINDEN.

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What was the price paid for
the two-head battery erected at Linden
by the Government? 2, What was the
ratlway freight paid on same from place
of purchase to Murrin Murrin or Xooky-
nie? 3, What was the cost of carriage
from Murrin Murrin or Kookynie to Lin-
den by teams? 4, How much did it eost
to ervect and equip the Linden plant?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, £664 2s. 5d. (including o3l en-
gines for both mill and water shaft, also
pump for water supply}. 2, £184 2s. 3d.
3. £152 12s. Hd. 4, £1,250 17s. 1d. (with-
ont buildings or tools and honsing trans-
ferred from Yundaminderaj.

QUESTION—RAILWAY TIMBER
CHARGES.

Air. WALKER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Ave the reductions on rail-
way freights on train-loads allowed to
Millar Brothers allowed to other persons,
firms, or corporations? 2, Are snch re-
ductions a right that may be claimed
generally as applicable to all persons,
firms, and corporations engaged in the
same or ofher industries throughout the
State?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : 1, The reduetion applies to West-
ern Ansiralian hardwoods for expert in
consignments of 120 tons and over handed
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Mining Tribute.

to the Department in any one day, irre-
spective of who the consignor may be.
2, Yes.

QUESTION--UNIQON FUNDS AND
POLITICAL PURPOSES.

Mr. BATH asked the Attorney General:
In view of the recent decision of the
Engtish Courts in the case against the
Railway Servants Union re use of funds
for politieal purposes, and of the case of
Steele versus the South Wales Miners.
Federation, will he take steps to discon-
tinue the refusal to register industrial
unions whose rules provide for political.
action?

The PREMIER (for the Attorney
General) replied: The decisions referred
to bave been brought under the notice of
the Registrar, and in view thereof, he will
not continue to refuse to regisfer.

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL
IMPLEMENTS MANUFACTURE.
Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for

Works: 1, Has he gone into the gquestion
of manufacturing agriculiural implements
in the Workshops under the control of
the Public Works Department ¥ 2, If
not, will he instruet his officers to go in-
to fhe guestion of manufaeture, and pre-
pare estimates of ecost of manufacture,.
with a view, if the report be satisfactory,
to commencing the manufacture of such
implements?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1 and 2, The matter has received
eonsideration, and the Government are
taking steps which it is believed will re-
sult in' the mannfacture of agrieultural
machinery in the State.

QUESTION—MINING TRIBUTE,
YARRI.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
here the answer to a question asked by
the hon. member for Hannans last week,
dealing with the registration at Kockynie
of the tribute agreement of the Lake View
Company at Yarri. 1 promised that as
soon as the full information was avail-



Address-in-Reply :

able the answer would be given. The
questions were:—1, Was the iribute
agreement of the Lake View Co. at Yarri,
providing for rvoyally on all amounts
earned over £3 10s. per week, registered
at Kookynie? 2, Did the Warden refuse
to register a tribute agreement on the ad-
Jjoining lease, owned by V. Thomas, pro-
viding for the payment of royalty on all
amounts earned over £3 15s. per week?
3, If so, why was discrimination shown
between the two applications?

The answers are:—1, Yes; the agree-
ment provided for a royalty en earnings
from: £3 10s, net upwards. 2, A tribute
agreement was forwarded to the registrar
at Kookynie for negistration, but was re-
turned to Mr. Thomas with a notification
that the fee forwarded was not sufficient,
the document not having been stanped.
My, Thomas was also notified that the
agreement did not contain a clavse rela-
tive to royalties in accordance with the
provisions of Clause 2, Regulation 192 of
the Mining Aet 1904, The wmafter did
not ecome before the Warden, as until Mv.
Thomas forwarded the additional fee the
registration could not be effected. 3,
Answered by numbers 1 and 2.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Mimister for 3Mines : Papers
dealing with the exemption on the Wheal
Ellen mine; also Water Supply at Errols.

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day, conclusion.
Resumed from the previons Thursday.

Mr. W. B. GORDOXN (Canning): It is
not my intention to make many remarks
on the Address-in-Reply, seeing that we
will soon be on the hustings, when I
among others will have the opporiunity
of addressing the electors. One or two
questions appeal to me as being of im-
portance to the State. One especially is
‘the question that has been diseussed pretty
freely of late, the cost of living. I am
ghnd to think the Government have seen
Bt to sugeest that a Royal Commission
should he appointed to go into this mat-
ter, for I feel confident this will be the
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Fifth duy. 143
only way by which there can be a solu-
tion of the question that will satisfy the
people. During the debate on’this ques-
tion 1 aw sorry to sav unfavourable com-
ments were made as regards the price of
meat. On the appearance of things, it
wonld seemn that there is a combine; but
there is no certainty of this, Supposing,
however, there is a combine, afier all is
said and done that combine may be justifi-
able for the reason that the raising of the
prices may have heen warranted; then, of
course, the people have to pay these
prices.  The whole thing depends on
whether the Government can see a way
out of il; and supposing the price now
heing charged is considered high by the
Royal Cowmmission, then it will be theix
duty to point out how that cost ean be
reduced. * I have econtinually advoecated
from my place in the House that the
efforts of past Parliaments as regards
the cost of living and its reduction, have
been very few. The action that the pre-
sent Government is taking in opening up
stock voutes and the seftlement of land
will eventually determine this question,
in spite of any combine that may exist.
The real crux of the question, as far as
1 know at present, is the cost of shipping
to and from the Xorth-West. We should
give facilities for getting to our Northern
parts and to the far-distaut breeding
places of stock.  Assistance should he

given so that the freights from the<e
places can ke made more veasonable. We

should give reasouable facilities und first-
class shipping accommodation to those
who want to send stock to the wmarket.
This, with the opening np of stock rounfes
and the conservation of water along those
stock routes will do a great deal. The
question of conserving water all along
stoek routes is onme thai shonld he gone
into more thoroughly to elucidate the
question of cheap meat. Atiention has
not been paid to this matter as it should
have been by past Governments. Little
notice has been taken of it by them, and
even the efforts of the present Govern-
ment in this direetion are not nearly
strong enough. There is another qres-
tion I wish to tonch on, and that is in
regard to the manufacture of agrienltura:
implements by the Government. It is
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entirely against my polities to think that
the Government are going to take up the
manntaeture of these implements. [The
Treasurer: Who said they are?] Tt is a
question that has been mooted, and one
that has not yet been clearly and de-
cisively answered by the Govermment as
to whether they intend to take the matter
up or not. At any rate I am strongly
opposed to it, and shall continue to
oppouse it as strongly as I ean.

My, Angwin : Yoo would rather buy
them from the other States?

Mr. Johnson: They are making them
in his own constitueney.

Mr. GORDON: I would strongly op-
pose the Government manufaeturing these
implements, because I can see endless
trouble and diffienlties for them if they
take on this work; not only in fhe matter
of price, but also in the matter of patents
which the Government wonld have to buy
before they could even have an up-to-date
plough or an up-to-date harrow, The
complex question that would arise in
buving up patents is move than the Gov-
ernment should take up. On the other
hand if the Government could see their
way clear to assist the farmer to buy, for
cash, farming implements loeally made,
that would be a different question alto-
gether. Is there not enough energy and
capital in this conntry to start this indus-
try?  As a matter of faet I know there
is, and T am perfectly satisfied that with
very liitle enconragement there are firms
in Western Australia to-day prepared to
undertake the manufacture of all the
farming implements needed in the State,
at a price considerably less than that at
which they can be imported. If the Gov-
ernment conld see their way to assist any
firm by guaranieeing a certain output at
a certain and fixed price that would be
under the present cost, it would be the
duty of the Government to do so; but
it is not the duty of the Goverament to
attempt this work themselves, or even to
allow the idea to go abroad that they are
likely to establish factories for the mak-
ing of farming implements. I want to be
thoroughly clear on that: and not only
adn T wish to make it clear here now, but
T also intend to make if elear on the hust-
These are the two questions tbat

ings,
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York Reserve Bill.

really appeal to me at present. Others
will paturally erop up after the Premier
has given his next speech, and then we
will all be out in the cold, eold world for-
the time being, saying that there are
things we ought to have dome, and that
there are things we will do, and trying
to redeem pledges we have never made
but are aceused of having made. At pre-
sent I think it is unnecessary for me to
speak any. farther on the Address-in-
Reply, but I ean hardly sit down without
complimenting the Government on the
drastic way in which they are attempting-
to override unionism, and on the energetic
way in which any gquestion that has come
before them in the past three years has
been dealt with cleanly and simply, and
in such a decisive manner in such quiek
time, that it must be refreshing to Gov-
ernments of the past to look over the
career of the present Government. In
times gone by we have had works pro-
ntised galore — promised, promised, pro-
mised by all sorts of Governments and
not completed. It rests with the Govern-
ment of the day to eomplete them and to
redeem the promises made by past Gov-
ernments.

No other member rising to speak,
several ealled out “Question!”

Question then put, and passed ; the

Address adopted.

BILL—RESERVE (YORK), REDEDI-
CATION,
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
in moving the second reading said: This
Bill, whieh is to enable the purpose of
the reserve known as York Town Lot 211
to be changed, is a very small one. I
was not aware we should have got through
the business so speedily to-day, therefore
the details of this measure, which are not
very greaf, are not availablee. Tt is a
small Bill similar to those which have
been passed on various other oceasions.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.



Black Range Railway.

Mr. J. 'B. HOLMAN (Murchison):
This is a very serious matter to deal with
offhand, withont information. I do not
know what this reserve is, and why its
purpose should be changed. It would be
only right tbat the member for the dis-
triet should explain where the reserve is,
what s its present use, and what if is
required for. When an important matter
like this is before the House we should
have plans placed before members. A
few words from the member for the dis-
trict might enlighten members on the
qnestion.

Mr. F. C. MONGER (York): I am
quite alive to the importance of the Bill,
but really, I know nothing about if.

Mr, Stuart: Where is York?

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT ©F HOUSE.
The House adjourned at seven minutes
to 5 o'cloek, until the next day.

Legislative Hesembly,
Wednesday, 5th August, 1906,
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Perth Co-operutive Bukery, Snpply of Flour 145

Leave of Absence .. . 46

Private Members' Busmess, remarks 146

Supply Bill (four months), items dnicussed
sitting prolonged, oll stages passed, ... ...

The SPEAKER. took the Chair at 4.30
o'clock pm.

Prayers.

QUESTION—BLACK RANGE RATL-
WAY.

AMr. TROY asked the Premier: 1, What

progress is being made towards beginning

the constrostion of the Black Range Rail-
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way? 2, When does the Government an-
ticipate having the work of construetion
put in hand?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Plans and
specifications are expected to be ready in
Qctober for calling tenders. Tenders for
rails have been accepted to-day. 2, Pro-
bably in November,

QUESTION—STATE BATTERY
MANAGERS.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for-
Mines: 1, When the recent transfer of
State Battery managers was decided up-
on, was a requisition received from Caol-
gardie urging that the present manager
be retained? 2, Was the manager retain-
ed? 3, Why were the requests for the re-
tention of the State Battery managers at
Boogardie and Norseman refused? 4,
Does the Minister intend to place the
papers relating to the retention of the
Coolgardie manager on the table of the.
House?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, The transfer of the manager at Cool-
gardie was not recommended, but about a
month after other transfers were announ-
ced a pelition was received from Coolgar-
die requesting retention of the manager.
2, Yes, never baving been recommended
for transfer. '3, QOwing to the fact that
baoth the Norseman and Boogardie mana-
gers had been recommended for transfer
by the Metailurgist and Engineer, State
Batteries, whose recommendations or am-
endments regarding transfers of battery
managers were not interfered with. 4,
Certainly, if the ordinary procedure is
adopted.

QUESTION—PERTH CO-OPERATIVE
BAKERY, SUPPLY OF FLOUR.
Mr. BATH asked the Attorney Gen-

eral: 1, What action was taken by the

Government re the refusal of flour milling

firms to supply flour to the Perth Co-

operative Bakery in 19072 2, Does the

Minister intend to place any papers con-

nected with the matter on the table of the

House?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

1, Careful inquiries have been made and



